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Reuse Is the Way of the Future

Texans are faced with predictions of continuing
drought and a population that is expected to almost
double in the next 50 years. The State needs to
make the best possible decisions about future water
supply, to meet future demand.

The lowest-cost way of the future is reuse of
reclaimed water. Both conservationists and water
developers agree that increased reuse is a vital part
of our water future.

From 50% to 70% of the water piped to homes and
businesses runs down the drain and is returned to a
municipal wastewater treatment plant, where it is
required by law to be treated sufficiently to make it
suitable for discharging into a stream. (The standard
is referred to as “swimmable and fishable”.)

With reuse, this treated wastewater is subjected to
additional treatment and disinfection. Depending on
the level of treatment, the water can then be used for
irrigation or cleaned up sufficiently to be returned to
a city’s water supply reservoir. Because the amount
of water going down the drain increases as use
increases, the result is a water supply that grows as
the city’s water use grows.

There are three major types of additional treatment
that can bring treated wastewater up to “drinkable”
standards: membrane filtration, chemical reactants,
and filtering the water through wetlands. These
techniques speed up the natural processes the earth
uses to purify water.

Texas Conservation Alliance’s members and fellow
groups need to encourage the maximum amount of
municipal reuse, especially in large urban areas, to
meet future supply.
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Wetland Projects Recycle Water

DFW-area water providers are pioneering
the use of wetlands to speed up natural water
treatment and allow municipal wastewater to
be reused in existing water supply lakes.

Tarrant Regional
Water  District
led the way with
a pilot project at
the Richland
Creek  Wildlife
Management Area. North Texas Municipal
Water District’s celebrated East Fork
Wetlands Project can provide 102,000 acre-
feet a year. That is roughly the same amount
of water that Dallas Water Utilities would
have obtained by building Fastrill Reservoir,
but uses only 5% as much land.

In a wetland reuse project, plants, not
machinery, cleanses river water as it flows
through lush man-made wetlands. An added
benefit is the wonderful wildlife habitat these
created wetlands provide.
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by Mack Turner
Chairman

With Thanksgiving comes reflection on what we
are thankful for at TCA.

Our one full-time employee is our executive
director, Janice Bezanson. We are lucky to have
Janice. She is nationally recognized as one of
Texas’ top conservation leaders, particularly in
water development issues.

For 25 years, Janice has been telling Texans it is
not necessary to build new reservoirs because
existing lakes will serve the same purpose. The
best way to thank Janice for her decades of service
is to help her spread this message to your friends
and co-workers.

My thanks to you for your
support — I appreciate you!

Texas Groups Set Restoration
Priorities for Gulf Coast
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Texas
Conservation Alliance, and a number of other
Texas groups such as Coastal Conservation

The National Federation,

Alliance, Houston Audubon, Gulf Restoration
Network, and the Galveston Bay Foundation, have
joined together to support Restore: the Gulf Coast
Act of 2011, and establish restoration priorities for
the Texas Coast.

If passed by the U.S. Congress, the bi-partisan
Restore Act would dedicate 80 percent of penalties
related to the Deepwater Horizon blowout to the
protection and restoration of the Gulf of Mexico.
Addressing high-priority protection and
restoration needs along the Texas Gulf Coast will
benefit the Texas economy and sustain tourism,
recreation, and the fishing and shipping industries.

For details about restoration projects to help Texas
recover from the Horizon spill, go to http://
www.sgmsummit.org/stepping-stones/pdf/04-
RestorationPriorities.pdf
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dudge Rules for Sulphur River Folks

Judge Gisela D. Triana ruled Oct. 31 that the Texas
Water Development Board’s approval of the regional
water plan for the DFW area must be reversed and
reconsidered.

Landowners and timber interests in the Sulphur
River Basin had filed suit, claiming a conflict
between TWDB’s approval of the DFW-area plan,
and its earlier approval of the North East Texas
regional plan. The DFW-area plan supports
construction of the proposed Marvin Nichols
Reservoir. The Northeast Texas Plan opposes
building Marvin Nichols because of adverse impacts
on crucial farming and timber resources.

Texas law requires TWDB to resolve conflicts
between regions. TWDB had made a finding that no
conflict exists. The judge disagreed. Final approval
of the State Water Plan has been delayed while the
issue is resolved.

East Texans have long proposed increasing the
yield of an already existing lake on the Sulphur
River, called Wright Patman, to provide any future
needed water for the DFW region.

“No one is trying to keep DFW-area cities from
having needed water,” said Richard LeTourneau,
one of the landowners in the suit. “What we
oppose is building Marvin Nichols Reservoir to
obtain that water.” LeTourneau is past chairman of
the North East Texas Water Planning Group and
vice chairman of Texas
Conservation Alliance.

Garden Club Hosts
Neches Program

“Texas was born in the
Neches River Basin,” began
author Richard Donovan, as he shared the wonderful
history of the Neches River with 100 enthusiastic
attendees at a program hosted by the Gertrude
Windsor Garden Club of Tyler.

Dr. Michael Banks, chair of Friends of the Neches
River, followed Richard’s presentation with a
description of the exceptional flora and fauna of the
area. On exhibit were rare mussels found only in the
Neches Basin.

Audience members expressed support for naming
the Neches as a National Wild and Scenic River. Go
to TCAtexas.org and click on NECHES! to help.
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