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David Todd Named Conservation 
Hero of the Year!!  
 
Texas Conservation Alliance has named 
David Todd as our 2011 Conservation Hero of 
the Year! 
 

David has made significant contributions by 
funneling funding to conservation 
organizations and conducting conservation 
projects. 
 

David, with his mother and sister, has 
managed family trusts that have been major 
donors to the Alliance and other conservation 
groups.  With Ann Hamilton, then with the Houston 
Endowment, David helped found the Texas 
Environmental Grantmakers Group (Texas EGG), 
building relationships between foundations and the 
conservation community.   
 

David launched the Texas Legacy Project to record oral 
histories of people who have been important in 
conserving Texasô natural resources, so the good stories 
wouldnôt be lost.  His first interview was with Texas 
Conservation Alliance founder Ned Fritz.  Texas Legacy 
has grown into an exceptional multi -faceted project.  The 
University of Texas School of Information uses it to teach 
Info Tech grad students. Texas A&M Press published 
excerpts from 63 of the 224 interviews in Texas Legacy 

Project: Stories of Courage and 
Conservation. 
 

David and his family were honored with a 
Lone Star Land Steward award from Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department for good 
stewardship of their ranch. 

 

David continues to expand his efforts, as a leader in the 
Cullinan Park Conservancy, an advocate for native 
prairies, and author of a book using mapping to illustrate 
environmental changes in Texas. 
 

We appreciate you, David!  

The Alliance 
  

 

 

Blackland Prairie 

 

David Todd 

3rd Annual Prairie Conference  
 

The 3rd Annual State of the Prairie 
Conference will be held in Houston on November 
18-19.  This two day event, designed to attract 
ranchers, conservationists, landscape architects 
and educators from throughout Texas, is 
organized by the Coastal Prairie Partnership and 
the Native Prairie Association of Texas, a 
Member Organization of the Alliance. 
 

Workshops, lectures, and field experience for 
those working to maintain or build prairies for 
wildlife, cattle, ecotourism, and urban and 
suburban environments will be offered to 
participants who attend.   Day One will begin at 
the Houston Zoo's Brown Education Center, 
followed by field trips on Day Two to historic and 
beautiful prairies at San Jacinto Battlegrounds, 
Brazos Bend State Park, the Nature Conservancy 
of Texas Nash Prairie, and the University of 
Houston's Coastal Center. 
 

Whether you are a prairie novice or a seasoned 
restorationist, you are invited to join this 
yearôs State of the Prairie Conference! 
 

For more information, please visit  
 www.CoastalPrairiePartnership.org  

CULLINAN PARK PHOTO CONTEST  
 

For folks in the Houston area, dust off 
the tripod and grab your camera bag! 
The Cullinan Park Conservancy invites 
you to join in a free public photo contest for 
images taken at Oyster Creek. 
 

Entries will be accepted through March 20, 2012 
to be showcased in celebration of Earth Day 
during April 2012.   There is no registration fee. 
 

 Visit http://cullinanparkconservancy.org/
participate/photo -contest-2/   for official rules.  

http://www.coastalprairiepartnership.org/
http://cullinanparkconservancy.org/participate/photo-contest-2/
http://cullinanparkconservancy.org/participate/photo-contest-2/
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Land Steward Workshops in the  
Trinity Basin  
 

The Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service will hold two free 
workshops for landowners in the 
Trinity River Basin, one Nov 21 
in Kaufman, the other Nov 22 in Huntsville.    
 

Topics will include wetland and wildlife management, 
financial assistance for conservation practices, and the 
new Trinity River Information Management System 
(TRIMS) online management tool.  

 

Click HERE  to learn more about the workshop. 

 

Future Friendly Farming  
 

The National Wildlife Federation has published an 
article designed to offer solutions  for environmental 
issues facing our farmers of America. Future Friendly 
Farming: Seven Agricultural Practices to Sustain 
People and the Environment , discusses land 
management ideas and techniques encompassing a 
variety of  conditions and terrains. Some of the topics 
include forest management, organic management, 
conservation tillage, rangeland and grassland 
management, anaerobic digesters, and increasing 
native ecosystems.  
 

Please click HERE  to read the article at NWF.org. 

 

All iance Partners with Water 
Resources Class at UNT  
 

Thanks to the efforts of Alliance Past Chair Dr. Pete 
Gunter, students from a graduate seminar in water 
resources in the Department of Philosophy at the 
University of North Texas (UNT) are joining the 
Allianceôs team of presenters of the Smarter Water for 
North Texas program.   
 

Dr. Irene Klaver is including the presentations as one 
of the official projects for class credit.  Five students, 
Joey Aloi, Philip Day, Shane Epting, Brian Onishi, and 
Nick Sarratt have signed on. 
 

Faculty members at UNT have invited Alliance 
Executive Director Janice Bezanson to present a 
Colloquium on Texas water issues.   
 

The Future of Texas Water  
Janice Bezanson  

 Friday, November 4  
3:30 to 5:00 pm  

UNT Env. Ed., Sci. & Tech. Bldg, Rm 190 
1704 W. Mulberry in Denton   

 

The public is invited to attend .  

At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Texas Conservation Alliance, the Directors gave an 
update of each of their current conservation 
activities.  These reports were truly outstanding!  I 
was moved by their power and influence. 
 

The activities of each director individually are 
excellent. Together they help make Texas 
Conservation Alliance arguably the most 
influential conservation organization in Texas.   
 

While space does not permit our telling all their 
stories, I want you to know who is representing 
you.  Below is a list of your Board of Directors.  
Please give them a big thank you! 

... from the Board 

by Mack Turner  
      Chairman  

Mack Turner, Chairman - Dallas 
 

Pete Gunter, Ph.D., Past Chair - Denton 
 

Richard LeTourneau, Vice Chair - Longview 
 

Michael Coker, Vice Chair - Tyler 
 

Justin Lannen, Secretary - Dallas 
 

Claude Albritton III, Treasurer - Dallas 
 

Fernando Albornoz, NWF Director - Austin  
 

Richard M. Donovan - Lufkin  
 

David B. Gray - Dallas 
 

Earl B. Matthew, M.D. - Rockport 
 

Gerald ñJerryò Nehman, Ph.D. - Austin  
 

Hon. Jesse Oliver - Dallas 
 

Susan Petersen - Austin  
 

David Todd - Austin  
 

Vivian Todd - Beaumont 
 

Mary Van Kerrebrook - Houston 
 

Bruce Walker - Beaumont 
 

Bob Warneke, Jr. - Austin  

 

Alliance leaders at Texas Conservation Allianceôs 2011 Annual 

Meeting held Sept. 24 at Trinity River Audubon Center 

http://agrilife.org/today/2011/09/20/land-steward-programs-trinity-river-basin/
http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/Media-Center/News-by-Topic/Wildlife/2011/10-05-11-Future-Friendly-Farming.aspx

